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Long Beach WRAP
         Lesson Title or Topic: Measurement and Estimation
Program Leader: _____________________________          Date: __________


Grade Level: K-2    School Site: __________________________

Created by: Hank Waddles
Materials Needed: (List)

1. A home scale
Preparation Time:  As much time as it takes to gather the supplies.

Lesson time: 20 min
Content Standard(s) 2nd Grade: Investigation and Experimentation 4B: Measure length, weight, temperature, and liquid volume with appropriate tools and express those measurements in standard metric system units.

What will be learned from this activity? (Objective) 

1. Students will demonstrate their understanding of weight measurement and estimation by trying to determine which of their classmates weighs the closest to fifty pounds.

Steps of the lesson: (Scientific Method of Investigation) 

Introduction: (Questions/Hypothesis): 

1. Ask students, “Who can guess how much I weigh?” Get one response from each student, and write the responses down on the chalkboard, if possible.

2. Look at all these answers – look at what a wide range we’ve got.  How can we tell how much I really weigh?  That’s right!  We can measure my weight with a scale.  That way we’ll know exactly how much I weigh.
Instruction: 

1. Today we’re going to practice estimation.  Do you know what that means?   It means making a guess based on observation.  We’re going to work in groups of eight, and each group will choose the person in the group that the group believes weighs the closest to fifty pounds.

2. We’ll record the weight on the board, and the group that comes the closest to fifty pounds will be the winner.
Activity: (Procedure) 

1. Divide students into groups of six to eight.

2. Have students estimate which member of their group weighs the closest to fifty pounds.

3. Have a weigh-in with each group’s representative and record the results on the board.

4. After all weights have been recorded, give the groups the chance to select another student who they think might be closer to the target weight.

5. Finally, give each student a chance to step on the scale and measure his or her own weight.

Closure: (Conclusions/Results) 

1. Okay, let’s look at our results.

2. Point out the group which got the closest to the fifty pound target.

